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Abstract: Japan's rural governance adopts a model of adapting to local conditions, promoting the development and
revitalization of rural areas through the participation of village building movements, farmers' associations, and social
organizations. The village building movement emphasizes the inheritance of local characteristics and culture, attracting talents
and tourists by improving infrastructure and improving quality of life, and promoting the development of rural economy. The
Farmers' Association has played an important role in agricultural production, processing, and sales, improving farmers' income
and living standards. At the same time, rural governance in Japan also focuses on environmental protection and has taken a
series of measures to protect and improve the rural environment, achieving sustainable development.
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1 The Village Building Movement
Promotes Rural Development

After World War I, the Japanese government began to
carry out socio-economic recovery and reconstruction, with
a focus on cities. The economic levels of cities such as
Tokyo, Osaka, and Kaobe rapidly improved. On the other
hand, it has also led to a large influx of rural population into
cities, resulting in a serious imbalance in industrial and
agricultural development, and the widening gap between
urban and rural areas. There is an urgent need for rural
regeneration and development. In the late 1970s, the village
building movement initiated by the former governor of Oita
Prefecture, Hiramatsu Shouyan, and gradually promoted to
the whole country brought vitality and opportunities to rural
areas. The village building movement adheres to the
principles of being based on local conditions, self-reliance,
and facing the future, emphasizing the exploration of
specific models that conform to the laws of local
development by combining local resource endowments. At
first, the movement only focused on the development of
rural economy, and then gradually expanded to improve the
landscape and environment, health and social welfare, and
other aspects of rural life based on the improvement of
economic level.

In the village building movement, the “one village, one
product” strategy is the most representative and successfully
applied form. The concept of "one village, one product"
advocates "seeking cultural roots from the place of growth",
encourages and promotes each town and village to develop
unique products suitable for the local area based on their

own resources, development foundation, and characteristics,
not only agricultural, forestry, and aquatic products, but also
innovative and meaningful handicrafts, tourism projects,
traditional cultural facilities, folk celebrations, etc., and
builds unique regional brands and advantages based on the
principle of adapting to local conditions, Cultivate industrial
bases based on market demand. At the same time, in order to
increase the added value of products, 1.5 industries have
been developed, and simple processing of agricultural
products has been carried out to make them more value-
added. At different stages of rural development, the
Japanese government has also timely formulated and
adjusted regulations and policies to provide legal and
regulatory support for various fields related to agriculture.
The ultimate goal of the village building movement is to
"create people". The Japanese government has carried out
diversified education and training in the village building
movement to improve the overall quality and level of
villagers. Local governments have opened various tutoring
classes and workshops for free, recruited and dispatched
lecturers to teach related courses to villagers, and sent
students and housewives to study and visit abroad at public
expense, expanding their horizons and knowledge growth.
The implementation of various measures has greatly
promoted the economic and social development of rural
areas, establishing a solid foundation for improving the level
of rural social governance.

2 Agricultural Association for
Promoting Rural Revitalization

The Agricultural Association is a very important
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organizational part of rural revitalization in Japan, and is the
most extensive and important economic cooperation
organization in Japan. The Agricultural Cooperative
Association is the abbreviation of the Agricultural
Cooperative Association. In 1947, Japan introduced the
"Agricultural Cooperative Organization Law" to provide
legal protection for the establishment and development of
the Agricultural Cooperative Association. Afterwards, from
1948 to 1949, Japan established a nationwide network of
Agricultural Cooperative Organizations. The Agricultural
Association is essentially a semi official and semi civilian
organization supported by the Japanese government to help
farmers improve agricultural production efficiency and
promote rural development. The Farmers' Association is
based on administrative villages and has three levels:
central, prefecture, county, and municipal villages,
corresponding to the National Federation, county-level
federations, and grassroots farmers' associations.

The Farmers' Association adheres to the principle of
seeking profits for farmers and provides services that almost
cover all aspects of farmers' lives. In agriculture, the
Farmers' Association responds to market demand by
understanding the current market situation of agricultural
products and inviting agricultural instructors to assist
farmers in formulating agricultural planting plans; Provide
agricultural production materials and support with
technology and agricultural machinery facilities to farmers,
and assist them in the processing, storage, and sales of
agricultural products. Its operation has improved farmers'
risk resistance and market competitiveness of agricultural
products, effectively safeguarding farmers' interests. In
addition to agriculture, the Farmers' Association also carries
out credit services such as savings and financial credit to
promote the flow of farmers' funds. Insurance services such
as elderly care and medical care provide social security for
farmers, as well as various undertakings such as health care,
news and intelligence, tourism, and culture. As a
professional organization in the field of land ownership, the
Farmers' Association not only expands the scale of
agricultural operations under the system of dispersed land
ownership, but also effectively organizes farmers, enhances
the cohesion of small farmers, and provides agricultural
technology training for farmers. It plays a significant role in
improving farmers' knowledge level, organizational level,
and assisting farmers in independently participating in rural
social governance. In modern rural governance in Japan, the
Agricultural Association and the administrative system are a
dual track system of mutual cooperation Modern Japanese
Rural Governance and Its Reference. As a communication
bridge between the government and farmers, the Farmers'
Association not only assists in the implementation of
agricultural policies, but also represents and upholds the
vital interests of farmers. Its professional and
comprehensive characteristics have shown great power in
assisting the government in revitalizing rural areas, helping
villagers improve their lives, and participating in rural
governance. But the current relationship between the

Farmers' Association and the government is also becoming
increasingly close, with a tendency towards partial
alienation in speaking for farmers.

3 Participation of Social
Organizations in Rural Social
Governance in Japan

In the eyes of the Japanese government and the public,
social organizations are carriers of private participation in
public affairs, also known as non-profit organizations
(NPOs) or civil society. In rural social governance, more
importantly, there are social organizations or geopolitical
organizations established in villages under the influence of
village community culture.

In 1998, the Japanese government promulgated the
"Specific Non profit Activity Promotion Law", and non-
profit organizations developed rapidly under the protection
of the law. Since then, non-profit organizations have carried
out various public welfare activities in Japan, gradually
participating in social welfare, cultural education,
community building, international assistance, disaster relief,
environmental protection, human rights protection, and
other social governance fields, to make up for the
government's shortcomings in public service supply. As one
of the important ways for the public to participate in society,
non-profit organizations in Japan have a wide range of
activities and strong public welfare professionalism. In the
six industrialization movements officially promoted in 2010,
relevant organizations played a significant role in the
training and integration of new farmers, the maintenance
and inheritance of rural traditional culture, and the
construction of rural environmental sanitation and medical
health systems. The practice of non-profit organizations
participating in social governance is mainly divided into
four categories. One is to provide public goods and services
that are directly related to people, assist vulnerable groups,
and reflect social fairness and justice. The second is to serve
as a bridge and link for communication between the
government and society, advocating and encouraging people
to express their opinions and suggestions, guiding public
opinion, providing suggestions and suggestions, and
contributing opinions to the government's formulation of
reasonable and effective policies. The third is to advocate
social civilization and participate in the construction of a
sustainable modern society. Especially in the field of
environmental protection, many non-profit organizations
actively promote and educate environmental awareness,
advocating for people to independently classify, reduce
waste, and reuse items. The fourth is to participate in the
handling of public crises, where non-profit organizations
have close contact with grassroots people, understand social
issues, and can assist the government in handling public
crises in a timely manner.
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4 Participation of Social
Organizations in Rural Social
Governance in Japan

In the eyes of the Japanese government and the public,
social organizations are carriers of private participation in
public affairs, also known as non-profit organizations
(NPOs) or civil society. In rural social governance, more
importantly, there are social organizations or geopolitical
organizations established in villages under the influence of
village community culture.

In 1998, the Japanese government promulgated the
"Specific Non profit Activity Promotion Law", and non-
profit organizations developed rapidly under the protection
of the law. Since then, non-profit organizations have carried
out various public welfare activities in Japan, gradually
participating in social welfare, cultural education,
community building, international assistance, disaster relief,
environmental protection, human rights protection, and
other social governance fields, to make up for the
government's shortcomings in public service supply. As one
of the important ways for the public to participate in society,
non-profit organizations in Japan have a wide range of
activities and strong public welfare professionalism. In the
six industrialization movements officially promoted in 2010,
relevant organizations played a significant role in the
training and integration of new farmers, the maintenance
and inheritance of rural traditional culture, and the
construction of rural environmental sanitation and medical
health systems. The practice of non-profit organizations
participating in social governance is mainly divided into
four categories. One is to provide public goods and services
that are directly related to people, assist vulnerable groups,
and reflect social fairness and justice. The second is to serve
as a bridge and link for communication between the
government and society, advocating and encouraging people
to express their opinions and suggestions, guiding public
opinion, providing suggestions and suggestions, and
contributing opinions to the government's formulation of
reasonable and effective policies. The third is to advocate
social civilization and participate in the construction of a
sustainable modern society. Especially in the field of
environmental protection, many non-profit organizations
actively promote and educate environmental awareness,
advocating for people to independently classify, reduce
waste, and reuse items. The fourth is to participate in the
handling of public crises, where non-profit organizations
have close contact with grassroots people, understand social
issues, and can assist the government in handling public
crises in a timely manner.

The geopolitical organization in Japan refers to the
autonomous organization "Machino Association" that
integrates and serves all residents. It is a grassroots
autonomous organization in rural Japan and also the largest
category of Japanese civil society organizations. The "Town
Council" exists in both administrative and natural villages

and is elected by residents. Its work includes enhancing
mutual understanding among residents, governing various
public welfare matters in the countryside, and representing
residents to express their demands to the government.
However, in practical life, the Town Council is not
completely separated from the management of the
government. In Japanese rural villages, in addition to the
town council, there are also numerous self-help and mutual
aid organizations that participate in rural social governance,
where residents self manage and serve. Among them, there
are labor organizations, water management organizations,
agricultural organizations formed based on productive
affairs such as land and water use, fire brigades formed
based on daily life relationships to maintain public safety,
funeral groups embodying "justice and humanity", life
coordination organizations, etc., as well as elderly
organizations, youth organizations, children's organizations,
and women's organizations formed based on different age
groups and genders. These rural social organizations each
have a certain activity development cycle, with funding
sources such as member contributions and government
funding. Under the leadership of the organization leader,
members participate in relevant activities according to rules,
serve themselves and other villagers, and support and
maintain the orderly operation of rural society.

5 Attention to Environmental
Protection

Japan has invested a huge amount of manpower,
material resources, and financial resources in environmental
protection. Relevant government departments have issued
various laws and regulations related to environmental
protection at different times, covering various fields such as
agriculture, industry, and service industry, with detailed
classification and clear responsibilities. All levels of
administrative autonomy assume corresponding
responsibilities, and the environmental standards that urban
and rural areas need to comply with are the same. In Japan,
rural areas not only serve as places for agricultural
production, but also play an important role in land
protection, biodiversity maintenance, water conservation,
and the protection and formation of natural landscapes
Experience in Rural Environmental Protection in Japan. So
in rural environmental protection in Japan, relevant
measures not only focus on the pollution problems caused
by people's daily production and life, but also attach great
importance to its function as a natural space itself. The
agricultural village sewage facilities managed by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries are
specifically designed for rural domestic sewage treatment
projects, including domestic miscellaneous drainage, feces,
rainwater, etc. For other uneconomical mountainous plains
and other areas scattered with single family residences,
specific purification tanks will be built to treat domestic
wastewater and sewage. The Waste Treatment Law and the
Container Packaging Recycling Law provide detailed

Published By SOUTHERN UNITED ACADEMY OF SCIENCES PRESS

14



Academic Journal of Sociology and Management

ISSN 3005-5040 (Print) | ISSN 3005-5059 (Online) | Vol. 1, No. 2,

regulations for the recycling treatment of household waste.
The "Livestock Excrement Law" formulated in 1999
clarified the management implementation and methods for
the unique livestock production environment problems in
rural areas, especially for livestock production enterprises
that must strictly manage livestock excrement according to
standards. There are also numerous measures such as a
water cycle system and regulations on the use of fertilizers
and pesticides to protect the environment, develop
environmentally friendly agriculture, and create a
harmonious and sustainable living environment.
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